NEW LAB TESTING CRITERIA FOR THE

NOVEL H1N1 INFLUENZA VIRUS

Prepared 05/08/09

· Based on CDC’s most recent testing recommendations, Georgia’s Division of Public Health (GDPH) will no longer automatically test all suspected cases of H1N1 influenza.

· Reports nationwide show that H1N1 brings on mild illness, and that the risks associated with this flu are no greater than those of seasonal influenza.

· Per CDC’s guidelines ( http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/screening.htm), GDPH will be testing the following specimens:
· All  hospitalized cases with influenza like illness
· Other samples at the request of local public health officials on a case by case basis. Healthcare providers and clinicians please contact your health department for specimen testing. Go to this Web site to contact your nearest PH district http://health.state.ga.us/regional/index.asp
· Additionally, GDPH will continue to test specimens submitted by the Influenza Sentinel Providers Surveillance Network, and will monitor influenza-like illnesses through our statewide surveillance system.
· All specimens currently at Georgia’s Public Health Laboratory with a probable diagnosis of H1N1 will still receive confirmatory testing

· GDPH continues to encourage citizens to follow the usual advice for prevention of infectious diseases, such as the flu:
· Frequent hand washing

· Protection of coughs and sneezes

· Remaining home when ill
