Cultural Competency Panel
(Handout)

1. GA Asian & Pacific Islander (API) Population (US Census Data)

· 1990 = 75,781

· 2000 = 177,416

· 134.1 % increase

· Gwinnett, DeKalb, Fulton, Cobb, Clayton (2000)

· Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Chinese, Filipino (2000)

2. March 2006, Launched in Atlanta, A Community of Contrasts, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in the United States, Demographic Profile (Lead by Asian American Justice Center)
-  5 Cities that have Fastest Growth of APIs, Minneapolis St. Paul, Houston, Las Vegas, and Seattle, and Atlanta

3. Limited English Proficiency of Major Races in Atlanta, GA MSA

· 26% Children age 0-17

· 70% Senior 65 years and up

· 42% Overall total population

4. Foreign-Born Rates of Major Rates in Atlanta, GA MSA

· 30% Children age 0-17

· 87% Adult age 18 years old and up

· 72% total population

5. Model Minority Myth

· APIs are often underserved in health and social services

· APIs have per capita incomes below than of Atlanta MSA overall

· In Georgia, 23% are considered poor or near poor
6. Substance Abuse especially Alcohol

· Critical Issues (Focus Group Pan Asian Youth 2006)

· In your opinion, what are the major issues/problems facing your community (Depression, Racism, Drugs including Alcohol)

· Over 1,5000 hours of community services hours were given to CPACS by Korean youth (underage of 25) of their offenses (2007 Data from CPACS Office Management) and of course most common charges were DUI, drug possession, and shoplifting

· Legal Drinking Age, Drinking Age and Purchase Age, Asia, mostly 18
· Underage Drinking in China, Since the drinking age was only introduced not long ago, statistics involving underage drinking are hard to come by, other than to say 80% of high school students have tried dinking alcohol

7. API Needs and Barriers
· Cultural and language barriers (APIs in the US make up a diverse population of over 49 ethnic groups speaking over 100 language and dialects (China, Mandarin, Cantonese, Chewjo) Example of my Co-Worker

· Lack of Language and Culturally Appropriate Services…Lack of Programs that target APIs specifically

· New Faces of Refugee and Immigrant, Burmese, Karen, Bhutanese

· Low Knowledge of resources and programs and transportation 
9. Recommendations

· Increase access and quality of programs and services

· Increase data and research available and conducted in the API community especially within the Southeast Region of the US

· Increase culturally competent and language specific program available to the API community…especially in the SE R. or the US

· Collaboration and partnership are the keys

